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twelfth century by the introduction of the celibacy of the clergy and the

privilege of immunity granted to certain ecclesiastical establishments, was

continued in the thirteenth century by the gradual emancipation of the

Church in Bohemia from lay authority. In the very first years of the

thirteenth century the chapters of both the cathedrals of Bohemia, at

Prague and Olomouc, obtained the right of free election to their bishoprics.

And soon after, Andrew, Bishop of Prague, entered upon a great struggle

for ecclesiastical freedom against Pfemysl Ottokar I, whom he, with the

support of Rome, compelled to grant noteworthy concessions. By the

agreements of 1219 and 1221, the bishop obtained the definite recognition

of his right to appoint and dismiss the incumbents of all churches in his

diocese, although the right of presentation of the patrons (patroni) was

reserved; beyond this, he obtained the right to exercise jurisdiction over

clerical persons in ecclesiastical matters, that is, particularly, in matters

of discipline. The independence of the clergy in spiritual matters (in

spiritualibus) as regards the secular authority, thus recognised in principle,

was not realised at once in all its implications, but little by little it

obtained real value. In secular matters, however, the clergy remained

even after this subject to secular authority.  Quarrels between clerical

persons or corporations, in which landed property was concerned, were

even at a later date decided by the ruler or by the competent secular

court, Also the Bohemian kings never ceased to regard the possessions

of the old monasteries, and other ecclesiastical establishments founded

by their predecessors, as their own property, and to demand from them

special contributions in addition to the regular taxes. On the other hand,

these establishments had the right to obtain for all those who dwelt upon

their estates complete exemption from the authority of the state officials,

and to take upon themselves the full exercise of this authority. After the

end of the great struggle with Bishop Andrew, King Pfemysl Ottokar I

by an important grant in 1222 confirmed to all the clergy of his country

the right which had actually been possessed before by a large number of

ecclesiastical establishments.  The inhabitants of their property were

exempted from the jurisdiction of the castle or provincial officials, and

were placed directly under that of the king and of his chief court officials.

But even in the thirteenth century it came about that, in the majority

of the ecclesiastical establishments of Bohemia, the jurisdiction over their

dependents, which by the privilege of 1222 was vested in the king, was

abandoned to the clergy and to their officers.

Like the clergy, the nobles, especially those of highest rank, obtained
at this time various rights for themselves and for the vassals settled on
their estates. Even in the second half of the twelfth century, disputes
between nobles, especially those which concerned landed property, were
decided at great general judicial assemblies (commnnia cottoquia, indicia
gwerdia), and in the second half of the thirteenth century a special court
(muly soud), composed only of the members of the highest nobility,